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GOLD COAST GETAWAYS
Secret spots, road trips and travel tips

Unlock Brisbane’s 
style secrets

Start the new year in style with a shop and drop itinerary on 
the city’s most fashionable street

IF YOU want to see a city in 
style, trust a stylist. 

Spree With Me founder 
and director Imogene Whit-
tle has enlisted a team of per-
sonal stylists as tour guides, 
picking Brisbane’s most fash-
ionable pockets for hidden 
treasure. 

Small groups of up to four 
can embark on style trails in 
James Street, Brisbane Ar-
cade or Paddington for a VIP 
shopping experience spliced 
with stopovers in drinking 
and dining hot spots. 

I meet Imogene at The 
Calile’s chic sidewalk cafe 
ahead of exploring James 
Street’s ivy-draped laneways. 

She has all the warmth of 
a best friend, but she’s sworn 
to style honesty. 

She explains the tours can 
serve as a confidence boost 
for anyone in a post-lock-
down style rut or returning to 

the workforce, or an intro-
duction to local designers and 
artisans for visitors or new 
residents. 

Based on a Q&A filled out 
in advance – what you love 
and what your wardrobe is 
missing – Imogene’s fashion 
fairies have skipped ahead, 
stocking VIP change rooms 
with tailored suggestions. 

The emphasis is on local 

or ethically produced labels, 
with Aje, Husk, By Baby, 
Molten and Calexico on my 
trail as I shop for workwear 
staples. 

For those pining for the 
comfort of lockdown PJs at 
work, Imogene guarantees 
Silk Laundry’s buttery 
loungewear is the next best 
thing for the office. 

We weave through lane-

ways to find stores I would 
have missed if exploring on 
my own. 

In one, designer Tracey 
Watkins emerges from be-
hind a puff of hot-pink tulle, 
coiffured canine at her heels, 
to show us around the racks 
of her personality-packed 
White Label Noba pop-up.

There’s no pressure to buy 
anything, but if you do Spree 

with Me Have negotiated dis-
counts. 

Your stylist will also email 
through a lookbook after the 
appointment, showing you 
exactly how to put their ad-
vice into action. 

It’s not all wardrobe work. 
The tour finishes with lunch, 
where we are introduced to 
another local legend – Har-
veys Bar + Bistro’s chicken 

salad with peanuts, tamarind, 
coconut, Vietnamese mint 
and chilli. 

If the plan is to shop and 
drop, Brisbane’s most fash-
ionable hotel is just steps 
away. 

The Calile is a pastel para-
dise of beguiling curves, gold 
tapware and pink marble, its 
European style balconies gaz-
ing at its cabana-fringed pool. 

It’s also a chance to check 
in on the Gold Coast’s most 
successful culinary export. 

Simon Gloftis’ Hellenika 
forms the hotel’s heart, his 
generous brand of hospitality 
spilling out poolside on a 
balmy summer evening. 

The restaurateur’s James 
Street empire is set to expand 
this year with Sunshine 
Mediterranean Eatery and 
Sushi Room joining the al-
ready humming SK Steak & 
Oyster. 

Spree With Me’s Imogene Whittle tours Brisbane’s most stylish streets.  Right: The Calile and Hellenika (pictures: Sean Fennessy) and accessories favourite Molten Store. 
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Develop the next big thing in tech.  
Help shape Australia’s digital future. 
Enrolments now open. 

At TAFE NSW, we’re excited about the future for gamers, ethical 
hackers and web developers alike. 

Our Information Technology courses are taught by expert teachers 
to ensure you graduate with the technical knowledge and in-demand 
real world skills to succeed in this evolving industry.

Semester 1, 2022 Information Technology courses are now open 
for enrolment and fee-free* under JobTrainer.

Newly developed Certificate III in 
Information Technology (ICT30120) 
with a focus on:

 + Networking
 + Cyber Security 
 + Game Design
 + Web Design and Development

tafensw.edu.au 
131 601


